LANKA VITHTHI @@)®5% SEPTEMBER 10, 2009 5008 @160

Page 3 0®% 890

A Modern Bodhisattva N/t Xe e mIe
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Ven. Anagarika Dharmapala
in his younger days

A Christian writer once taunted
Buddhism with the remark that the
Bodhisattva ideal was very beautiful,
but it was a beautiful dream. No his-
torical person, according to him, had
ever practised it, and indeed he
seemed to think it impracticable.
Evidently, he knew nothing of the
life of the late Ven. Anagarika Dhar-
mapala, the Founder of our Society,
who not only had a firm faith in this
loftiest of all spiritual ideals, but as
some of us are beginning to realize,
was himself a Bodhisattva - one
whose every thought, word and deed
was dedicated to the highest good of
his fellow men.

A Bodhisattva, as all serious stu-
dents of Dhamma are aware, is
requested to practise the ten
Perfections ( Dasa Paramita). With
a few variations of minor importance
these are the same for all schools of
Buddhism, but since Ven. Dharma-
pala followed the list in its
Theravadin formulation it is in terms
of this version that we shall consider
his practice of Bodhisattva ideal.

1. Dana or Giving. This according
to Buddhist tradition, is threefold:
Vastu - Dana, the giving of material
things; Siksha- Dana, or the gift of
education, and Dharma-Dana, gift
of the Dharma. All three kinds of
Giving are fully exemplified in the
life of the Anagarika Dharmapala.
The allowance which, in his younger
days, he received from his father,
was spent for Society work. His
handsome patrimony went into the
Dharmapala Trust, out of which
numerous Buddhist undertakings are
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still being financed. He
grudged spending money on
himself. As a young man he
went without food so that he
could buy stamps and
despatch the Journal to the
subscribers. Even when, old
and famous, he lay dying at
Saranath, he told his chief
disciple, Sri Devapriya
Valisinghe, not to waste
money on medicines but to
use it for Buddhist work.
Whatever he had he gave to
the movement. Through the
educational institutions
which he founded, and
which the Society still con-
ducts in his memory, he gave
the gift of education. Last
but not least, through his lec-
tures and articles, and
through the Society which
he founded, he gave back to
India - in fact he gave to
practically the whole world -
the infinitely precious gift of
the Dhamma of Lord
Buddha. For his practice of
Dana alone, Dharmapala
might be regarded as a
Bodhisattva.

Sila or Morality. Dharma
pala’s life was one of spot-
less purity. Despite tempta-
tions which never fail to
beset those who are trying to
tread the spiritual path, he
all his life faithfully
observed the Five Precepts
of not taking life, not taking
what was not given, not
misbehaving sexually, not
telling lies, and not taking
intoxicants. Even at the risk
of giving offence to people -
and offence was frequently
given - he was uncompro-
mising in his adherence to
ethical principles. From
beginning to end his life was
a blaze of purity in which all
things evil and unclean were
consumed.

Nekkamma or Renunci-
ation, Panna or Wisdom,
Virya or Energy, Khanti or
Forebearence, Sacca or
Truthfulness, Adhittana or
Resolution, Metta or Loving
Kindness and Upeksha or
Equanimity - these were
also practised by the Ven.
Anagarika Dharmapala.
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