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Arsenic can kill humans quickly
if consumed in large amounts,
although small, long-term expo-
sure can lead to a much slower
death or other illness. Studies
have linked prolonged exposure
to arsenic with cancer, diabetes,
and thickening of the skin, liver
disease and problems with the
digestive system. It has also
been associated with nervous
system disorders - feeling tin-
Fling or losing sensation in the
1mbs - and hearing difficulties.

Acute arsenic poisoning caus-
es a metallic taste in the mouth,
excessive saliva production and

Hands -and feet affected by Arsenic

problems swallowing. The next
stage is to suffer vomiting and
diarrhoea coupled with garlic-like
breath, stomach cramps and
excessive sweating.

As the poison's effects progress,
the patient will suffer seizures and
ﬁo into shock, dying within a few

ours. If death does not occur at
this stage, it will happen a few
days when the kidney fails.

Forty million people in West
Bengal and Bangladesh are
thought to be at risk from arsenic-
contaminated water suﬁplies.The
contamination is thought to have
occurred naturally, as a result of

arsenic being released from rocks into under-
ground water supplies. (BBC World Service)
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