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I do indeed speak without bias
This is acknowledged as
truth among men.
Nothing enthralls us like
an ample-hipped woman
Nothing else cause such pain.
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A 70-year-old woman in India has
given birth to a baby girl after
having IVF treatment.

Rajo Devi and her husband
Bala Ram had been trying for a
child during the 50 years they've
been married.

It was only when neighbours
told them about IVF treatment
they realised they still had a
chance and went to a fertility cen-
tre in nearby Hissar town in the
northern state of Haryana.

Doctors delivered the child by
caesarian section, and the proud
parents are now looking forward
to a party when they
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return to their village,
Alewa.

Over 20,000 babies
have been born world-
wide using IVF which
was discovered in
England by two doc-
tors in 1978.

When asked if, at
their age, they would g
be able to look after a
newborn daughter, the
couple replied:

“ Of course, we will
take care of her very
well. There will be no
problem.”
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Rajo Devi, her husband Bala Ram and the newly-born
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What is IVF?

IVF is an acronym for in vitro fertilization (‘in vitro’
meaning ‘in glass’ ). Simply put IVF is adding a man’s
sperm to his female partners eggs in the laboratory to pro-
duce embryos. In vitro fertilization is an option for many
couples who cannot conceive through conventional thera-
pies. These embryos are put back into the female partner's
uterus (womb) after 3 to 5 days of being in the incubator,
hopefully they will then grow into a baby. The reasons
IVF is done include - poor sperm quality and/or quantity,
obstructions between the egg and sperm, ovulation prob-
lems, and sperm-egg interaction problems. These prob-
lems can prevent couples having a baby naturally, and
IVF helps to solve this.

Why geriatric mothers are bad for baby

by Dr Miriam Stoppard - London - Daily Mirror
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The news this week that Mrs Rajo Devi
has given birth to a baby girl at the age
of 70 filled me with horror. She and her
husband had longed for a baby all their
married lives and were delighted to put
an end to gossip they ’d endured for
years - childlessness is a social stigma in
India, where they live.

But is this really any reason for hav-
ing a child ? To me it sounds like the
ultimate in selfishness. We're becoming
used to having anything we want at any
time. But a child isn’t a commodity.

The PC approach to infertility is that
every woman has the right to bear a
child but, to my mind, pregnancy and
birth are unnatural and foolhardy for an
old woman with a frail and ageing body.
No woman was designed to have a baby
at 70. But, perhaps more importantly,
it’s a contravention of a child’s right to
grow up with its parents - the chances of
the child being orphaned before adult-
hood are high.

Just because the technology is there
doesn’t mean we should use it willy
nilly. I believe doctors and fertility
experts should exercise judg ment about
not only the fitness of the mother’s body
but also the wellbeing of a baby born to
ageing parents.
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